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CachyOS

CachyOS is developed by a team of maintainers and developers,
primarily founded by Peter Jung and Vladislav Nepogodin. The name
CachyOS originated from the Cachy scheduler, which was the old
name of the cacULE scheduler. It was first released in July 2021 in
Germany.

As of April 2026, CachyOS has maintained the top position on
DistroWatch's Page Hit Ranking for over 18 months, indicating high
user interest and rapid growth.



Why CachyOS?

CachyOS is a performance-centric Arch Linux distribution
designed to deliver a stable, efficient, and user-friendly
computing environment. It offers the full power and flexibility
of a rolling-release system, enhanced by advanced
optimizations and a custom toolchain that streamlines the user
experience for both new and experienced users.

https://wiki.cachyos.org/cachyos_basic/why_cachyos/



Built for Speed and Security

From Distrowatch:

It focuses on speed and security optimisations - the default
Linux kernel is heavily optimised using the BORE (Burst-
Oriented Response Enhancer) scheduler, while the desktop
packages are compiled with LTO, x86-64-v3 and x86-64-v4, Zen
4 optimization, security flags and performance improvements.



Filesystem Choices

* XFS

* BTRFS (default)
 EXT4

* ZFS

* F2FS

* BcacheFS

https://wiki.cachyos.org/installation/filesystem/



Desktop Environment Choices

KDE Plasma (default)
Niri
i3
Qtile
*  Wayfire
GNOME
* XFCE
bspwm
Budgie

Cinnamon
Cosmic
Hyprland
LXDE

LXQt

Mate Desktop
Openbox
Sway

UKUI

https://wiki.cachyos.org/installation/desktop_environments/



My Setup

cachyos-desktop-linux-260308.iso

HP ProBook 650 G1 (2013)
* Intel Core i5-4300M
* 8 GBRAM

Manually created partitions
° Boot (vfat)
* Root (btrfs)
* Home (btrfs)

KDE desktop



BTRFS

BTRFS is a modern copy-on-write (COW) filesystem created in 2007 and declared stable in the linux kernel in
2013. It is widely supported and is mainly known for its advanced feature set.

Pros

*  Transparent compression. BTRFS supports transparently compressing files to allow for significant space savings with no user
intervention. CachyOS ships with ZSTD compression set to level 3 by default.

‘ Snapshot functionality. BTRFS leverages its COW nature to allow for the creation of snapshots of subvolumes that take up very little
actual space.

* Subvolume functionality allowing for greater control over the filesystem.
*  Able to grow or shrink.

*  Very fast development.

Cons

* Sometimes requires defragmentation or balancing.
: Worse on rotational drives due to aforementioned fragmentation.



Default Shell is fish

fish is a smart and user-friendly command line shell for macOS, Linux, and the rest of
the family. fish includes features like syntax highlighting, autosuggest-as-you-type,
and fancy tab completions that just work, with no configuration required.

Use fish_config to modify shell properties

Colors, prompt, functions, variables, history, bindings
Use right arrow to accept the full auto-completion suggestion

Use alt+right arrow to accept first word of auto-completion suggestion

Use up arrow to scroll through recently used commands, filtered based on current
line

Can search auto-completion entries with ctrl+s
Add alias example: alias -s u="paru”



Using the paru AUR Helper

For software not available in the official repositories, CachyOS
recommends using an AUR helper like paru to access the Arch
User Repository (AUR). paru can also manage official packages,
SO many users use paru for everything.

Note on the AUR: Packages in the AUR are community-
provided and not officially vetted. It is good practice to review
the package information on the AUR website before
installation.



Install/Search Packages

Install by name:
paru -S <package_name>
Search by name and list packages:

paru <package_name>

Note: paru shows the PKBGUILD info for AUR packages to give you a
chance to review what you are installing



Remove a Package

Remove package but keep its dependancies:
paru -R <package_name>
Remove package and its unneeded dependancies:
paru -Rs <package_name>
Remove package, its unneeded dependancies, and config files:

paru -Rns <package_name>



Update the System

paru



App Management Via GUI

CachyOS Package Installer - Application package installer which helps setting up &
installing applications.

Cachy-Update - An interactive update notifier & applier for Arch Linux with a systray
applet that assists you with important pre/post update tasks. It's a fork of Arch-
Update.

Shelly - Modern reimagination of the Arch Linux package manager, designed to be a
more intuitive and user-friendly alternative to pacman and octopi. Unlike other Arch
package managers, Shelly offers a modern, visual interface with a focus on user
experience and ease of use; It IS NOT built as a pacman wrapper or front-end. It is a
complete reimagination of how a user interacts with their Arch Linux system,
providing a more streamlined and intuitive experience.



My Thoughts

* Fast
* Polished

* fish shell would take some getting used to
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